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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved funding for the Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) Authority to expand transit services in northern central Massachusetts. The funding will be used to build new transit facilities in Fitchburg and Leominster, purchase new vehicles and expand a vehicle-locator program.   

   Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee and included the funding in the fiscal year 2003 Transportation Appropriations bill.   

   Included in the bill are earmarks for MART to construct an intermodal and parking facility in Fitchburg and to build a commuter park-and-ride facility in Leominster. In Fitchburg, $1.6 million is needed to complete the project, and $750,00 is needed to complete the Leominster project. The current earmarks provide $3.2 million for the Fitchburg project and $1.5 million for Leominster, however, it is likely that those earmarks will be reduced in the final bill to reflect the needed funding. Olver has also secured earmarks of $850,000 for MART to purchase passenger and handicapped vans and $200,000 to expand its advanced vehicle locator system pilot project.   

   "I am pleased to have provided the necessary funding to construct parking facilities in Fitchburg and Leominster that will support the increasing demand for commuter rail services in this region and improve access to the Boston area." Olver said.   

   With this funding MART will be able to continue to move forward in building a 383-car parking garage with 13,000 square feet of retail space adjacent to the Fitchurg Intermodal Center. MART, in cooperation with the Fitchburg Redevelopment Authority, is currently in the final design stage and construction is expected to begin early next year. In Leominster, a 103-car park-and-ride facility will be built to serve the more than 250 commuters who take the Boston-bound MBTA train each day. To date, Olver has secured $4.1 million for these projects.   

   Other MART projects earmarked for funding include the purchase of 20 new vans to replace part of an aging fleet. Ten of the new vans would be handicapped accessible and seat 12-16 passengers each. The rest would be passenger vans each seating eight to 10 people. MART would also like to expand its advanced vehicle locator system, a pilot project that currently includes 15 vehicles and allows for better and more cost effective use of the demand-response fleet. The funding would allow MART to equip an additional 50 vehicles with global positioning and routing software to serve a larger population of elderly, handicapped and economically disadvantaged customers.   

   "For many residents in this region, the public transit system provides the only mode of transportation to work, school or medical services," Olver said. "This funding will help improve access and efficiency in public transportation."   

   For more information, contact Mohammed Khan, executive administrator of MART, at 978-345-7711.    
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